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FIRESTONE FARMS

LANDSCAPE STANDARDS AND CRITERIA

APPLICABILITY OF LANDSCAPE STANDARDS AND CRITERIA

Landscape standards and criteria have been established to promote quality design
and control of the exterior improvements of each Lot in Firestone Farms. The goal
of the landscape criteria is to establish a unified, harmonious image for the
community through the planting of landscaping materials that protect and enhance
the value of each individual Lot. The Architectural Control Committee (“ACC"
may revise, amend, delete and add to these landscaping criteria without notice to
any party.

Landscape designs should follow the standards and criteria established herein.
However, plans received by the ACC will be reviewed only for compliance with the

following:

1. Inclusion of a certification by the homeowner that the minimum
requirements have been met.

2, Walls, fences, play equipment, basketball hoops, etc., type and location,
including proposed landscape or other screening.

3. The appropriate number of street shade trees (Section V) are planted in the
appropriate location.

4. No plants over five feet (5') in mature height may be planted within fifty feet
(50') of the golf course. It is encouraged that other plants be arranged to
avoid blocking views of the golf course from neighboring lots.

B Seeding or sodding of entire disturbed area of lots, including slopes.

6. Installation of the standard Firestone Farms approved residential exterior post
lamp and mailbox.
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. DEFINITIONS

27 Caliper
A measurement of the diameter of a tree trunk taken at 6 inches above

groundline for trees up to 4 inches in diameter and 12 inches in diameter for
larger trees.

2.2 Deciduous Tree/Shrub
Hardwoods which shed all their leaves in autumn or in a dry season.

2.3 Evergreen Tree/Shrub
Plants that shed their needles or leaves slowly throughout the year,
remaining green for the most part.

2.4  Flowering Tree
Generally a small-scale, deciduous tree that produces spring or early summer
flowers.

2.5  Groundcover
The lowest and most horizontal level of vegetation in landscape, which are
usually installed as the final part of landscape construction.

i 2.6 lrrigation System
The application of water to a lawn or garden to support an mtensuve and
regular growth of plants.

2.7  Mulch
A top-dressing applied to a planting bed to retain moisture, suppress weeds,
and provide good color or textural contrast to the rest of a landscape.
Typical mulches include peat moss, shredded bark or mushroom manure.

2.8 Revegetation
- The re-growth of plant cover over a disturbed ground area, with human

assistance to initially start the re-growth process.

2.9  Ornamental Planting
Trees or shrubs grown for shade, beauty, and bloom.

2.10 Screening
A vegetative or constructed hedge or approved fence used to block wind,

undesirable views, noise, glare, etc.
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ll.

NEIGHBORHOOD APPLICABILITY

This Landscaping Criteria is intended for the use in the following phases:
o Firestone Farms Phase 1 (A, B, C)
Future phases may be added at the sole discretion of the ACC.

LANDSCAPE PLANS AND MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

It is suggested that landscape plans, including site specific details for each
residence, be submitted and reviewed by the ACC. The landscape plan should
include a proposed plant list showing common plant names, size, condition, quality
and spacing. At a minimum, each lot must contain the following plants, which are
intended to function as noted:

J Street Shade Trees, 2 ¥2 “ caliper minimum, planted in the front plane of the
residence
Corner lots: 3 Trees  (Maximum of two (2) trees in front plane and

one (1) tree located in the side or rear plane
planted 5' to 15" off the sidewalk)

Cul-de-sac lots: 1 Tree  (Lots with less than 55' frontage)
All other lots 2 Trees

. One (1) flowering tree, in the front yard, as a focal point to the design

J One (1) evergreen tree, in the front, side or rear of the Lot

. Twelve (12) evergreen shrubs for foundation plants and front entry
enhancement

. Twelve (12) deciduous shrubs for foundation plants, utility box screening
and side yard planting

o Lawn or Slope seeding on all disturbed areas of the Lot, except mulched

planting areas. Sod may be substituted for lawn seeding. The use of
Birdsfoot Trefoil and K-31 Fescue is recommended on slope areas. A
specification is available upon request.

o All Lots must be final graded and landscaped within nine (9) months after the
issuance of the certificate of occupancy (unless this time period would fall in
the winter months of December 1 to March 31, in which case it shall be
completed by June 1).
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. Plant sizes should not be less than thirty inches (30") for shrubs, four feet (4")
in height for evergreen trees, two and one-half inch (2 %") caliper for shade
trees and one inch (1") caliper for flowering trees.

E Firestone Farms standard post lamp and mailbox. All single family Lots shall
install the following standard design:

Model #: Manufacturer:
Residential Post Lamp:
Post Head 410C35H Adjustapost Lighting Co.
Post Base 295C320NCA  Adjustapost Lighting Co.
Residential Mailbox To be supplied by the Declarant -

(Meadowbrook Development, LLC)

o Special conditions for Lots that abut the golf course include: no planting of
material over sixty inches (60") in mature height may be placed within forty
five feet (45') of the golf course property line; and, it is encouraged that
planting outside this forty five foot (45') area be arranged to minimize the
impact on views from neighboring lots.

Additional planting may be required for the screening of basketball hoops and play
equipment; and special planting to revegetate slopes greater than 3:1.

The landscape plan should screen utility areas, break up the foundations of the
buildings to complement its architectural character, and plant out slopes in excess
of 3:1. The landscaping should concentrate ornamental plants near the Main
Structure area, especially near the entrance of the Main Structure.

The plan should be kept simple. Ornamental Plants and formal planting
characteristics should concentrate near the Main Structure, allowing more natural
and informal massed plants to occur as one moves away from the house. Plant
materials should respect native Ohio species and conform to the Recommended
Plant Palette in Section XI.

Within each Lot, planting zones are delineated for front, rear, and side yard areas.
These are discussed below:

. Front Plane - Planting in this area should be ornamental in design quality and

consistent with the natural character of Firestone Farms. Foundation planting
shall be used to complement the Main Structure’s architecture and should
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VL.

VII.

provide a visual focus to the entry with more precision placement of plant
materials. Topiary and unnatural planting types are discouraged.

. Rear Plane - This planting should be integrated with the outdoor amenities
(pool, patios, etc.) so that all blend aesthetically and functionally. This area
can reflect the Owner’s personal tastes by providing for special gardens and
other uses in the immediate outdoor living space, blending to a more natural
landscape arrangement at rear and side yard property lines.

o Side Plane - Side yards should be a neighbor-friendly, two (2) sided planting
design, with primary focus on screening for privacy. Natural planting layouts
are encouraged; straight line screens are not. Owners must provide buffer
planting for their own vegetable gardens, patios, play equipment, etc.

EXISTING VEGETATION

Wooded Lots shall be cleared to a minimum to allow for the structure.

Allow for a thirty (30) foot Preservation Zone of existing vegetation along golf
course areas and twenty (20) foot Preservation Zone along open space areas. No
more than 25% of the canopy trees and 50% of understory vegetation can be
removed in these areas to enhance views without written prior approval of the ACC,

Allow for a twenty (20) foot Preservation Zone along streets at the front of the house
and a ten (10) foot Preservation Zone along the sides of the property.

SEEDING AND SOD

All exposed earth shall be seeded or sodded within thirty (30) days of final grading.
It is important that seeding and landscaping occur as quickly as possible, preferably
coinciding with the interior finish work so that the exterior spaces are not left
unfinished for an extended period of time. Seeding shall be limited from March 15
to October 15. Sod is permissible in lieu of seeding and is recommended if
landscape installation occurs outside these dates.

IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Irrigation systems are not required. If installed, irrigation systems shall be tied into
the public water supply. Wells are not permitted. The cost of an irrigation system is
not included as part of any minimum landscape requirements.
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VIII. TREE PLANTING

Minimum sizes for installation are two and one-half inch (2 1") caliper street shade
trees, one inch (1") caliper for flowering trees, four foot (4') height for evergreen
trees at the front and rear of the Main Structure. Refer to the recommended plant
palette for material recommendations.

IX. PLANTING BEDS

Planting beds shall be prepared with a minimum of eight inches (8") of top soil.
Mulch with a minimum two inches (2") of shredded bark for shrub beds and tree
planting areas and with a minimum of two inches (2") of mushroom manure for
groundcover beds and annuals.

X. BUFFER PLANTING

Buffer planting is required for utility services, garbage containers and air
conditioning compressors that are in direct view of a front street, adjoining
properties or golf course. At the sole discretion of the ACC, accessory structures,
such as play equipment may be required to be screened that are in direct view of a
front street, adjoining properties or golf course.

Straight line, tightly clipped hedges and plant borders are not desirable. Buffer
plants should be natural in character using staggered spacing techniques and plant

materials that can be kept in shape by hand pruning.

Plant sizes should not be less than thirty inches (30") for shrubs, four feet (4') in
height for evergreen trees, and two and one-half inch (2 ¥2") caliper for shade trees.
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Xl.

RECOMMENDED PLANT PALETTE

Recommended Street Shade Trees

Red Sunset Maple or other red maple varieties
Celebration Maple or other sugar maple varieties
Crimson King Maple

American Beech

Sweetgum

American Linden or other linden varieties

Pin Oak or other oak varieties

Village Green Zelkova

Chinese EIm or elm hybrids

Recommended Evergreen Trees

Black Hills Spruce or other spruce varieties
Austrian Pine

Eastern White Pine or other pine varieties
Dwarf White Pine

Canadian Hemlock

Elegantissima Arborvitae

Douglas Fir or other fir varieties

Recommended Ornamental/Flowering Trees

Shadeblow Serviceberry
European White Birch or other birch varieties

Pink Flowering Dogwood or other dogwood varieties

Crusader Thornless Hawthorn

Sweet Bay Magnolia

Sugar Tyme Crab or other flowing crab varieties
Snow Fountains Weeping Cherry

Redspire Pear

Page 8 of 9



Recommended Ornamental Shrubs/Evergreen

Bedoir Azalea or other similar varieties

Ivory Jade Euonymus or similar varieties

Nordic Holly or similar varieties

Emerald Spreader Juniper or similar varieties
Mountain Laurel

Bird’s Nest Spruce

Japanese Andromeda

Mugho Pine

Album Elegan Rhododendron or similar varieties
Hicks Yew or similar varieties

Recommended Ornamental Shrubs/Deciduous

Glossy Abelia

Crimson Pygmy Barberry

Red Flowering Quince
Silverblotch Dogwood or similar varieties
Cranberry Cotoneaster

Dwarf Burningbush

Weeping Forsythia

Oakleaf Hydrangea

Ann Magnolia or similar varieties
Northern Bayberry

Purple Sandcherry

Fragrant Sumac

Fantasy French Lilac

Rugosa Road

Koreanspice Vilburnum
American Cranberrybush

Recommended Ornamental Groundcovers

Bugleweed

Purpleleaf Wintercreeper
Pachysandra

Blue Myrtle
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